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Rapid Decision Making
.

Primary Hazard Identification

Development Tool

Back to Basics Initial Assessment



Senses
Legit/Non-Legit.

Appearance
Smoke Bad, Colored Smoke 

Worse.

Occupancy/Location

What/Where

Markings 
Colors, Labels

Placards
Specifically DOT

SDS/Shipping Papers
BOL, DGD, Manifest, etc
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Container
Shape, Size, Material



Containers



Containers
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Other Sh!#
.

Fixed Facilities

Shipping/Transport

Bulk Packaging



Material





UN Markings



Construction – Pressure Vessels



Construction – Low Pressure



Fixed Facility Storage



Other Sh!#



What is the Primary Hazard?



One More



How about this 
one?



What’s The Hazard?



Occupancy/Location



What’s Your Response Plan?
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Markings



Containers
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UN Markings
.

GHS HAZCOM

HMIS

704 Diamond



Pop Quiz

WSA





HMIS



GHS HAZCOM



UN Markings



Placards



Primary Hazard



Primary Hazard



Primary Hazard



Primary Hazard



Primary Hazard





Anatomy of 
a Placard



Does this 
worry 
anyone?



Container Markings



When Are Placards Required?
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Mixed Loads
.

Bulk Packaging

Table 1 Categories – Any amount

General – 1001lb of any single category



Table 1



When will 
you see 
this?



Which concerns you more?



Well…..



What’s the priority?



Well…..



Appearance



…colored smoke 
is worse



Bad Day



Destressed 
Vegetation



Dead Things



BLEVE



Reactions



Shipping 
Papers/SDS



Shipping Documents – Another Pop Quiz
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Bill of Lading (BOL)
.

Consist

Dangerous Cargo Manifest

Dangerous Good Declaration (DGD)



Where do 
you find 
these?



Senses



We Know 
the Rules



When did you last 
calibrate your left 

nostril?



No Brainer



Colorimetrics 



Summary
Container (Shape, Material, Construction)

Occupancy/Location (What Activity Occurs at the Location)

Markings (704 Diamond, Labels, UN Markings)

Placards (DOT/UN)

Appearance (Color, Behavior)

SDS/Shipping Papers

Senses

Missing Letter A (A Compass) A = Assume Hazardous Until you PROVE 

Otherwise

Generally, the further NORTH on the compass, the less risk associated with 

the assessment step
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Assess the 
Scene



Assess the 
Scene



What About This?



One More



One more…really this time



Monique@nwffenviro.com
907-654-5580

Questions?

More Information?
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